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Dutch finance in 2026: ECB rate rises, DNB
resilience and payments strategy
Published 9 October 2026 · The Finance Intellect · Source-based summary

The ECB's deposit rate reached 2.50% in September 2026. DNB has stepped up resilience to

geopolitical risk and set a 2026-2028 payments strategy covering the digital euro and AI-driven

fraud.

Country reference
• Country: Netherlands (planned expansion country)

• Authorities: European Central Bank; De Nederlandsche Bank (DNB)

• Topic: Monetary and supervisory developments affecting Dutch businesses

• Key date: ECB decision 10 September 2026; DNB releases February and March 2026

• Law: ECB Statute; Dutch Financial Supervision Act

ECB rates
• Deposit facility 2.50%, main refinancing 2.65%, marginal lending 2.90% from 16 September 2026.

• The ECB cited inflation pressure from the Middle East conflict and projects 3.0% inflation in 2026.

• Euribor-linked loans, including Dutch mortgages with variable rates, reprice at reset.

DNB: geopolitical resilience
• On 24 February 2026 DNB announced extra supervisory measures for geopolitical risks.

• Its programme covers scenarios from cyberattacks and supply-chain disruption to power outages and economic

conflict.

• Concerns include reliance on non-European IT providers.

DNB: payments strategy 2026-2028
• Published 9 March 2026.

• Priorities: resilience and autonomy, including less dependence on non-European providers, and innovation.

• Support for a digital euro alongside cash.

• Expectations on responsible AI use and rules for AI agent payments, given AI-driven fraud.

• Settlement of DLT transactions in central bank money.

What to do now
• Treasury: refresh euro interest forecasts and hedges.

• Financial institutions: review outsourcing to non-European IT providers.

• Payments teams: prepare for digital euro and stronger fraud controls.
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Our take
Higher rates and a focus on European autonomy shape the Dutch financial sector in 2026. Gulf institutions with

Dutch operations should expect closer questions on IT dependencies.

Sources
• ECB: Monetary policy decisions (10 September 2026)

• DNB: DNB strengthens resilience to geopolitical risks (24 February 2026)

• DNB: More choice essential for stronger payment systems (9 March 2026)

Important. This summary is for general information and is not investment, legal or regulatory advice. It is based on public European
Central Bank and DNB publications and may be incomplete or out of date. The official publications prevail; check the official source
before acting.
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